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PRESS RELEASE

U.S. GOVERNMENT SPONSORS BOOK FAIR IN HONOR OF
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

DHAKA, MARCH 5 -- The United States Government is sponsoring a gender and
development book fair at Shilpakala Academy from March 8-10 to celebrate International
Women’s Day. The fair, with approximately 40 booths, will showcase books and other literature
on gender issues, to raise awareness about gender equality. Fair participants include publishers,
domestic NGOs, academic institutions, international organizations and development partners.
The book fair is open to the public from 5:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. on March 8 and from 10:00 a.m.
through 7:00 p.m. March 9-10. Admission is free.

Mr. Nurul Islam Nahid, Honorable Minister, Ministry of Education and Ministry of
Primary and Mass Education, will inaugurate the book fair on March 8. U.S. Ambassador to
Bangaldesh, James F. Moriarty, will honor Ms. Rasheda K. Chowdhury, former advisor to the
Government of Bangladesh, for her selection as a Finalist for the Secretary of State’s
International Women of Courage Award.

The United States Government has provided more than $5 billion in development
assistance to Bangladesh since 1971. The U.S. Government, through USAID, supports activities
that promote gender equity and women’s empowerment in the health, education, economic
growth, humanitarian assistance and democracy and governance sectors.
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Note: A Bangla translation of this press release is also available at the American Center. If you
are interested in the translation, please call the American Center Press Section, Tel: 8837150-4,
Fax: 9885688; e-mail: DhakaPA@state.gov; Website: http:// dhaka.usembassy.gov
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